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manly tone and its strong common-sense. In equal measure, it re-
ceived the condemnation of Extremist politicians, who were furious
at what was undoubtedly a knock-out blow calculated to put an end
to their little campaign. " Choice epithets of cultured Billingsgate,"
was the comment of one of their organs on the offending letter. The
feeling in Bengal was particularly bitter. The Amrita Bazar Patrika,
which was never enamoured of Pherozeshah's politics, condemned
the letter in unequivocal terms. Even the friendly Bengalee was
constrained to record a protest:
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta has described the desire for a United
Congress as mawkish sentimentality. We regret that he should
have used this language in relation to a widespread and deep-
seated sentiment which inspired the political world of Bengal. We
regret it all the more, as coming from one who has numerous
friends in Bengal and whose tact and judgment in dealing with
delicate public questions is so well known. Bengal feels that a
Sectional Congress is not a National Congress, and that a Sec-
tional Congress has no right to speak in the name of the nation. If
the Non-Conventionalists are willing to accept the Creed, and
fight under the constitutional standard for the attainment of a
goal which is perfectly constitutional, their exclusion from the
Congress would be unjustifiable, and there is no reason why their
legitimate demands should not be sympathetically considered. The
spirit which we condemn in the Government is not the spirit that
we should foster in the bosom of the Congress. Sir Pherozeshah
Mehta's language is strong, unconciliatory and, we are constrained
to say, too masterful to suit the democratic temper of those who
have been brought up amid the traditions of the Congress and ribe
free public life of our province. But this is only a matter erf style
about which the writer must please himself.
There was another class of critics who read into the letter a con-
fession of active disunity among the politically-minded classes 10
India, and advised the Moderates to tear themselves away from a
movement which had ceased to be useful and national Tb& Bombay
Gazette observed that the Congress was dooiBed as a represeotative